Essential oils extracted by hydrodistillation from leaves and roots of Ottoa oenanthoides Kunth (Apiaceae) were analyzed by GC/MS. The oils, obtained in yields of 0.10% and 0.66%, respectively, each contained four compounds, which were identified from their mass spectra and retention indices (RI). The major compound identified was 2-methoxy-8-methyl-1,4naphthalindione (59.9% leaves, and 62.8%, roots), followed by 7-methoxy-1-naphthol (18.3% leaves and 17.3% roots), 2naphthalenol (18.6% leaves and 15.0% roots), and 3-methoxy-2-naphthalenol (3.1% leaves and 2.1% roots). To the best of our knowledge, this is the first time that naphthalene derivatives have been reported for any species of the Apiaceae family.
The family Apiaceae is comprised of around 450 genera and 3700 species, distributed in the temperate zone of both hemispheres, mainly in Eurasia and Central Asia. For the neotropics, species of Ottoa are distributed from Mexico to Ecuador, but in Venezuela, only O. oenanthoides Kunth has been reported [1] . There has been no report nor publication published to date on the phytochemistry of the genus Ottoa. Chemical studies of several members of the Apiaceae have revealed the presence of sesquiterpenes, furocoumarins, flavonoids, fatty acids, tocopherols, tocotrienols [2] , polyacetylenes, lignans and phenylpropanoids [3] . Essential oil composition of some species of this family has also been reported, indicating the presence of terpene-type compounds like α-pinene, sabinene, limonene, geijerene, pregeijerene, germacrene D and p-cymene [4] , showing antimicrobial activity against S. aureus, E. coli and Candida albicans [5] . In this present communication the essential oil composition of O. oenanthoides is being reported for the first time.
Leaves and roots of O. oenanthoides collected in June 2009 yielded 0.10% and 0.66%, respectively, of essential oil. GC/MS analyses performed on the two oils showed the presence of 4 components, representing 99.9% (leaves) and 97.2% (roots) of the total oil. A list of the identified compounds, along with their percentages of the total oil, is given in Table 1 . The identified constituents, all naphthalene derivatives, Earlier studies on the essential oil composition of different species of Apiaceae have revealed a number of monoterpenes and sesquiterpenes, such as viridiflorol, elemol, β-maliene, spathulenol, and 2tetradecanol, isolated from the roots of Heracleum persicum [6] ; α-pinene, sabinene, limonene, and 2,3,4trimethylbenzaldehyde isolated from Bupleurum gibraltarium [4] ; and γ-terpinene, p-cuminaldehyde, and γ-terpinen-7-al reported for Bunium persicum [7] . However, naphthalene type compounds, such as the ones identified in the present investigation, have never been reported for any Apiaceae species to date.
